Application for:

Dig In!  A Museum of Biblical Archeology
Rotation 1:  John the Baptist


Workshop Overview:  Children will hear about the special services the priests provided for God and God’s people.  They will also learn about the different parts of the tabernacle.
Scripture References:
Numbers 3-4 – Duties of the Levites

Isaiah 40:3 – voice of one crying in the wilderness

Malachi 3:1 – messenger to prepare the way

Luke 1:5-15 – John the Baptist foretelling

Matt. 3:1-6 – John the Baptist preaching

Memory Verse:  “For with God nothing will be impossible.”  Luke 1:37
Objectives and Life Application:

· Children will learn God’s use for special people to accomplish His purposes.

· Children will discuss ways God can use each of us to do His will.
Worksheet as Students Arrive:
http://sewhttkr.home.comcast.net/~sewhttkr/bibleWS/bibleWS/52_johnbaptist.htm - Crossword (2nd-5th)

http://www.sermons4kids.com/john-the-baptist-colorpg.htm - Coloring Page (K-1st)

Introduction:

Since this lesson will be the first time each group ever sees the museum, take some time to talk about what they can expect to experience in this particular room.  For instance, explain that this is the Museum of Biblical Archeology.  Now Biblical and Archeology are two really big words for most of these kids, so take the time to explain what those words mean.  Talk a little about the timeline, the meaning of BC and AD, and how studying history is important because it is His Story!

This week we are studying about John the Baptist.  Ask the kids what they know about John the Baptist. After they offer some information (the group that comes through the museum first may not have much information, so you may spend a little bit of time giving some basic information), ask if they know to which tribe John the Baptist belongs.  (This would be a good time to review the tribes!) Ask the children what they know about the tribe of Levi.  This will be a good segue into today’s lesson.

Museum Approach
In order to be in keeping with the objective and life application of this lesson, we are going to spend some time on the tabernacle and the life of a priest.  Share with the kids how the Levites provided special services for God and for God’s people.  They were the priestly tribe and had special responsibilities in the caring for the tabernacle and in the worship.  

The priests had assigned duties in regards to caring for and transporting the tabernacle.  Levi had three sons and each of these sons and their families were given specific responsibilities. The family of Gershon was responsible for the actual tabernacle and the tent.  (Nu. 3:25-26) The family of Kohath was responsible for all the furnishings of the tabernacle.  (Nu. 3:31).  And, the family of Merari was responsible for the frames of the tabernacle. (Nu. 3:36-37).

 (Before talking about the responsibilities, hand out the picture of the temple so that they can visualize the tabernacle.  K-1 can use the cookie sheets and magnetic letters to spell out the names of the tribes.)
These duties changed when the temple was constructed by Solomon.  There was now a permanent place for the ark to reside and a permanent place of worship.  But, the families of the tribe of Levi still had important God-given responsibility. They still cared for the objects and took turns spending a month at a time at the temple.  God says more than once that the Levites were to be His.  How wonderful to be chosen by God to be His and to be given a special job! That was what happened to John.  In the Old Testament the prophets Isaiah and Malachi both told of a “messenger, who will prepare the way.” (Is. 40:3-5, Mal. 3:1)  That messenger was John the Baptist.  He was chosen by God to prepare the people for Jesus!  He was sent especially to prepare the people to hear and understand the message preached by Jesus. (Luke 1:5-15, Matt. 3:1-6)
(As you read these passages, point out John’s heritage and tie it back to what you told them at the beginning of class about priests.)

Help the children put together all the pieces of information so that they can know that God has always had a plan in place for each one of us.  Jeremiah 29:11-13


If time allows, go over the worksheet from the beginning of class for the 2nd-5th grades.  The K-1st grades can finish their pictures.
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