Application for:

The Reel Truth

Rotation 1:  John the Baptist


John the Baptist

(30 minutes)
Prior to Class

· Turn on TV and DVD/Computer

· Insert DVD

· DVD is approximately 30 minutes long

· Pause at beginning of story
· Pull up a video (on YouTube) of someone being baptized.  Save it on the screen to show the kids during the movie)
· Take roll and ask them to recite the memory verse for the week.  About 5 minutes.


“A bit of background before we watch the video:
· “Zacharias and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s commandments and regulations.  They had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and now they were both very old.” (Luke 1:6-7)  [Take time to make sure everyone understands what ‘righteous’ and ‘barren’ mean, especially the younger children.]

· “This video begins before the story of Jesus’ birth.  The Mary that is Elizabeth’s cousin is Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

“While you’re watching the video, notice:
· “Zacharias was a priest who worked in THE Temple in Jerusalem.  He was chosen by lot (that’s like rolling dice) to burn incense in the Temple at the beginning of the video.  The Temple is the center of Jewish worship and faith in Jerusalem.  “Incense was burned in the Temple twice daily.  When the people saw the smoke from the burning incense, they prayed.  The smoke drifting heavenward symbolized their prayers ascending to God’s throne.” 

· “The name ‘John’ means ‘the LORD is gracious.’  The angel tells Zacharias to name his son this.  (Luke 1:13)  As you watch the video, think about if it is an appropriate name.”

Start the video at the beginning.
PAUSE the video when Zacharias says “I hate children” and let the children know that in Luke 1:13, the Bible says “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son.”  Never does the Bible imply that Zacharias hates children.

MEDIA CHALLENGE!  (Make this an exciting game to play with the kids).
PAUSE the video after the angel Gabriel speaks to Zacharias in the Temple.  Ask them if anyone knows what is wrong (inaccurate) with what the angel says to Zacharias?
· It never says Zacharias can’t hear.  Then have them turn to their Bibles to Luke 1:20.  Read the verse and then point out to them that they should never take anyone’s or anything’s word for what the Bible says.  It is always best to look it up and find out for yourself.

PAUSE the video after Zacharias can speak again and says, “I prophesy in the name of God that John will be a prophet of God...and prepare the people for the coming of the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God.”

Q:  What does ‘Christ’ mean?  [The Messiah, the Son of God; literally, the anointed - from the Greek language]

Q:  What does ‘Messiah’ mean?  [The promised and expected deliverer of the Jewish people; literally, anointed - from the Hebrew language]

Q:  I wonder how Zacharias knows all this?

BEFORE YOU CONTINUE THE VIDEO

Say, “Some time passes, and now we will see John as an adult.  The Bible does not talk much about John the Baptist’s childhood.”  Continue the video again.


PAUSE the video after John the Baptist says, “...and now He’s here, the Christ has come.”

Q:  Why do his listeners look so surprised?

Q:  Why does John say this? Jesus isn’t there with them, is he?

Before we continue the video again, let me tell you about some of the characters in the next section: 

· Caiaphas:  [Caiaphas was the High Priest for 18 years.  He led the group that had Jesus crucified and led the persecution of the Christians afterwards. ]

· Herod:  This is the son of the Herod who was king when Jesus was born and killed all the baby boys when the wise men did not return to tell him where to find the new-born king.

· Herodias:  She left her husband to marry his brother Herod.  She was not a good woman and did not like what John said about her sinful ways (even though it was true).
MEDIA CHALLENGE!  PAUSE the video when John The Baptist is baptizing the people.  It does not actually show him baptizing the people.  Explain to them what a baptism looks like.  Now you can show the kids on the computer what a baptism really looks like.

Continue the video.

PAUSE the video after Herodias says, “...or I will take matters into my own hands....”


Q:  Why didn’t John the Baptist lie?  Remember, he told the truth about King Herod, even though he knew the men were spies and up to no good.

Q:  I wonder why Herod is reluctant to arrest John the Baptist?  The scriptures tell us it is because of John’s righteousness.

Q:  Do you remember what John says a prophet is?  [“I am a prophet.  I say what the LORD tells me to say.”]

 Continue the video.  Show it to the end.

Q:  When Jesus arrives in the crowd where John is teaching, John says, “Behold the Lamb of God.”  I wonder how He knew? 

Q:  Why did John not want to baptize Jesus?

Q:  Why did Jesus say it was important for John to baptize him?  [“In this way we will fulfill all righteousness.”]

Q:  I wonder why John said that his work is done?  What was his work?  To prepare the way for the Lord.

Pulling it all together (closing discussion):
· What was John’s job?  [John’s job was to prepare the way for the Lord.]
· How did he do that?  [By preaching about God’s love and modeling that in his behavior and calling for the people to repent.]
· Remember, the name ‘John’ means ‘the LORD is gracious.’  The angel tells Zacharias to name his son this. (Luke 1:13) 
· Why was John reluctant to baptize Jesus?  [Why were others coming to be baptized?  Re-read Luke 3:3 if necessary.]

· What happened when Jesus was baptized?  Who spoke? [God the Father]  What came down? [the Holy Spirit]  Who did the Spirit come upon?  [Jesus, the son]

Review the memory verse.
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