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Overview & Background Information

Welcome/Introduction, Bible Story and Closing

Rotation 1:  John the Baptist

Time Guideline:
Welcome/Introduction
5 minutes
Bible Study/Workshop
35 minutes 
Prayer/Closing


5 minutes

Scripture References:
Isaiah 40:3 – voice of one crying in the wilderness

Malachi 3:1 – messenger to prepare the way

Luke 1:5-80 – birth and kin to Christ

Mark 1:1-8 – Baptism of Christ

Mark 6:14-29 – Death by Herod

Memory Verse:  “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Luke 1:37 NASB
Objectives and Life Application:
· Children will learn God’s use for special people to accomplish His purposes.

· Children will discuss ways God can use each of us to do His will.
· Children will participate in the workshop applications (see details below)
Overview of the Workshops:
Dig In Museum:  Children will hear about the special services the priests provided for God and God’s people.  They will also learn about the different parts of the tabernacle.

Reel Truth Media:  Children will watch a video about the life of John the Baptist and discuss the details of his birth, the baptism of Jesus, and John’s death.
Our Daily Bread Bakery:  Children will make ice cream while discussing repentance and baptism.
Acts Theater:  The children will watch a puppet skit that will help them understand the meaning of repentance.
Arcade:  Grades 2-5 will review all the facts about the life of John the Baptist using the Jeopardy game.  Grades K-1 will review the facts by playing Tic-Tac-Toe.  If time allows, both groups will also play on an “obstacle course” with the theme of “repent”.

Creation Station:  Children will use paper doilies to make origami doves.
Introduction:
Today, we are going to study the story of John the Baptist.  John was sent especially by God to prepare the people to hear and understand the message preached by Jesus.

In our Bible story today, God sends an angel, Gabriel, with a special message for a priest named Zacharias.  Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, are too old to have children, but God has chosen them to have a son who will prepare people to meet Jesus.
From the Old Testament, we know that the prophets Isaiah and Malachi both told of a “messenger, who will clear the way.”  That messenger was John.  John means “the Lord is gracious”.  John would be a lasting reminder of God’s kindness to this elderly couple.  John would also remind others that God was about to extend His grace and graciousness to all generations.  

The prophecies of the Old Testament also told of the coming of Christ.  He is the King, Prophet, Servant, Teacher, and Savior!  We have both the Old Testament and the New Testament, and we can read about the time after He came, as well as the predictions of His coming.  

Teachers:  Take time to look up some of the scripture references found above.  Let’s help the children put together all the pieces of information so that they can know that God has always had a plan in place to save us and we learn about that plan from studying all of the Bible.


Bible Story:
The Gospel of Luke is the only source of information about the birth and boyhood of John the Baptist.  From this Gospel, we learn that John was born in the hill country of Judah.  His father Zacharias was a priest of God descended from Abijah, and his mother Elizabeth, was a descendant of Aaron.  “They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.” Luke 1:6 NASB   The Gospel of Luke also tells about the extraordinary circumstances surrounding John’s birth.  The angel Gabriel announced the coming birth of John to Zacharias in the temple.  Zacharias had special duties in the temple.  He was to burn incense there.  For Elizabeth, who was old and barren, this announcement came as an answer to prayer.  The angel told Zacharias what his son’s name was going to be, and he also told him that John would be a forerunner to the Messiah.  The angel told Zacharias:  “…Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.”  Luke 1:13 NASB
Luke Chapter 1, verse 14 and following tells us that many would rejoice in John’s birth “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord:  and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.” NASB
When Zacharias asked the angel:  “How will I know this for certain? For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in years”, the angel answered:  “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words...” NASB
Remember:  Zacharias was in the temple when he heard this news.  The scriptures tell us that the people were waiting for Zacharias and were wondering about his delay in the temple.  But when he came out, he was unable to speak – the people realized that he must have had a vision while in the temple.  He couldn’t tell them anything, he was mute!  So, when he finished his service in the temple he returned home to Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth conceived, she hid herself for five months and said “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among men.”  Luke 1:25 NASB

“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.” Luke 1:26 NASB
Ask the children if this is familiar to them.  Let them discuss the birth of Jesus briefly if they want to.  Tell them we will get to this wonderful story in a different lesson – after we discuss the story of John the Baptist. 

The angel Gabriel told Mary about Elizabeth’s news when he visited her.  When the angel departed, the scriptures tell us that Mary arose and went to visit Elizabeth in Judah.  When Mary entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  “And she cried out with a loud voice and said, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And how has it happened to me that the mother of my Lord would come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.” Luke 1:42-45 NASB. Mary stayed there for three months before returning home.

Read Luke 1:57-66 for the story of John’s birth and naming.

Then Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied. In his prophecy, he quoted some of the Old Testament prophecies about John.  

Very little else is mentioned about John’s childhood.  Luke chapter 1 ends with this “And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.” Luke 1:80 NASB
John returns to the story in Luke 3:2 NASB.  “…the word of God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.”

John came to the country around Jordan preaching the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  John was also reminding the people of the Old Testament prophecies that told about him. 

Read Luke 3:4 and Isaiah 40:3
Many people were wondering about John.  They thought he might be the Messiah they had been waiting for.  They asked John what they needed to do for he had called them “brood of vipers”.  

Here are a few things John told them to do:
1. bring forth fruits in repentance

2. share 

3. be honest and true to all people

4. do no violence

5. don’t accuse others falsely

6. be content

We find that the people were still wondering if John was the Messiah.  Luke 3:16 NASB gives us John’s answer: “…As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

“Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’”  Luke 3:21-22 NASB
The scriptures tell us that it was also at this time that John was preaching against the sins of the people which included Herod, who took his brother’s wife, Herodias, and was a very wicked man – John told Herod that “it is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife” Mark 6:18 NASB.  Herod had John put in prison. He didn’t want anyone telling him that he was doing wrong.

Herod did not kill John immediately because he was afraid of John’s righteousness (Mark 6:20), and of what the people’s reaction would be if John was executed (Matthew 14:5).  The Gospels record that it was Herodias’s feelings against John (Mark 6:17) and her wishes, which caused John to be beheaded.  After dancing for Herod and his dinner guests, Herodias’s daughter was granted whatever she asked for up to half the kingdom because she pleased Herod.  She asked her mother what she should ask for and Herodias told her to ask for John’s head on a platter so she did and she gave it to her mother. (Mark 6:21-28)

“When his disciples heard about this, they came and took away his body and laid it in a tomb.” Mark 6:29 

Conclusion:
God wanted to make sure that everyone knew who Jesus was.  John told everyone who would listen to him who Jesus was.  God gave John two signs so he could be sure: one was the dove and another was the voice from heaven.  The words of this story were written almost 2000 years ago so that we can read them today and know how God fulfilled prophecies and about who Jesus is.
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