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Application for:

Acts Theater

Rotation 1:  John the Baptist


	Set Up
	Cast:                  Jeff, Susan and a Narrator

Objective:          To understand the meaning of John the Baptist’s call to repent.    

Scripture:           Matthew 3:1-12

Supplies:           Paintbrush (for a fence or wall), puppet can be wearing a smock with paint all over it, and have a few                 colored yarns in hair to look like fake paint.



	Narrator


	Good morning everybody! Guess what! It’s time for the puppets. They were telling me earlier that they had a great time over summer vacation, but they missed all of you and are really happy to be back… especially in their brand new puppet house! In fact Jeff was here just a minute ago busy repainting the walls. He said he’d be back any minute and….. well, Whatya know here he is!~  

	Jeff
	(Comes up humming, paint brush in hand and is busy painting the side of the puppet stage) (Sings…) This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, I’m gonna let it shine, I’m gonna let…..

	Susan
	Hey Jeff! Whatya doin?

	Jeff
	Hi Susan –Oh! I’ve been really, really busy. This morning I got up at 5am and repainted all of the Sunday school rooms, now I’m repainting our new puppet stage and yesterday I repainted all of my Mom’s kitchen and the day before I repainted our whole living room, and when I’m done here I’m going to repaint Mr. Harold’s entire office!

	Susan
	Whew! You’re making me tired just listening to you!  But Jeff, I have to ask…. What’s with all this repainting? What are you doing this for?

	Jeff
	I’m getting ready for Jesus!

	Susan
	You’re what?

	Jeff
	I’m getting ready for Jesus! Susan, apparently you have never heard of John the Baptist.

	Susan
	Of course I have. John the Baptist was the prophet that told everybody Jesus was coming.

	Jeff
	Yes! And he also told the people they had to do something in order to get ready for Jesus.

	Susan
	Yeah? What’s that? 

	Jeff
	He told them that they had to first repaint! So I’m repainting everything because I want to be ready for Jesus.



	Susan
	Repaint? (Laughs hysterically) Jeff…. John the Baptist didn’t tell everybody to repaint….. the word is repent! In order to get ready for Jesus we have to repent!!!

	Jeff
	Huh? Repent? What does that mean?

	Susan
	Well, it has nothing to do with a paintbrush!

	Jeff
	You mean I’ve been doing all this work for nothing? (Drops paint brush in shocked disbelief)  

	Susan
	Well, it was nice of you to help everybody and the new puppet stage looks awesome… but yes, I’m afraid that Jesus doesn’t need you to repaint anything in order to get ready for Him.  

	Jeff
	Well, what am I supposed to do then? What’s repent mean? 

	Susan
	It’s when you’re so sorry for doing something bad that you stop it right away because you know it makes Jesus sad.  

	Jeff
	You mean like the time I cheated on a test and I felt so bad that I asked Jesus to forgive me and I never cheated again…. Is that what it means to repent?

	Susan
	Yes, repent means to turn your back on something you are doing that isn’t pleasing to God.

(As Susan quotes the following scriptures, every time she says the word, “repent” Jeff jumps up and turns his back on her.) 

Matt 4:17 says, Jesus began to preach and said, REPENT for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And in Acts 2 Peter says REPENT and be baptized in the name of Jesus. And in Acts 17 God commands that people everywhere should REPENT! 

Jeff, what are you doing?

	Jeff
	You said that repent means to turn your back on something. SO instead of repainting… I’m repenting!!!!

	Susan
	Oh, boy. Well at least now you’re on the right track. 

	Jeff
	So why did John the Baptist tell everybody to repent in order to get ready for Jesus?


	Susan
	Because Jesus loves us and when we do bad things it separates us from Him and that makes Him really sad. He wants to be with us all the time.

	Jeff
	I want to be like John the Baptist and help all my friends repent so they can get ready to meet Jesus too. How do I do that?

	Susan
	Well, first you always pray for them and next, tell them that when you turned your back on doing bad things…..

	Jeff
	You mean like REPENT? (Turns back on Susan)

	Susan
	Exactly! 

	Jeff
	Cool! Well, it looks like I won’t be needing that paintbrush down there anymore!  (Points to paint brush on floor) I have to go and call Jason and Amy. They were coming over this afternoon to help me repaint Mr. Harold’s office. Instead, I’m going to be like John the Baptist and tell them to REPENT! (Turns back on Susan)

	Susan
	Sounds good Jeff. Hey before you go, do you want to come over to my house for lunch? 

	Jeff
	Sure! What are you having?

	Susan
	Well, I thought since you want to be like John the Baptist, I’d make you something special. Something that he ate all the time because he lived in the desert you know….

	Jeff
	Yeah? What’s that? Beef jerky?

	Susan
	No…. not quite. How about a honey and locust sandwich?

	Jeff
	UGH! Are you kidding? That’s gross Susan! He didn’t really eat that did he?

	Susan
	Yeah, he did.

	Jeff
	Well, like I said, I have to get going and call the other puppets to come over and repaint. I mean REPENT!!! (Turns back on Susan)  Hey! Susan! Before I go can we have the kids practice the word REPENT!? 

	Susan
	Sure! OK Kids everybody stand up and face the door. When I say three, everybody jump up, turnaround and yell REPENT! Ready? 1..2..3..REPENT! Good job kids!! Bye!!!
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