Application for:

Arcade

Rotation 1:  John the Baptist


Objective:   To teach the main lesson, complying with its stated objectives and life application, and to reinforce the retention of the facts and application through game play.
Workshop Overview:  All grades will play on an “obstacle course” with the theme of “repent”.  Afterwards, grades K-1 will review the lesson facts by playing Tic-Tac-Toe.  Grades 2-5 will review by playing Jeopardy.
Time Guideline:
Welcome/Introduction

5 minutes

Bible Study/Workshop

35 or 50 minutes (35 for Sunday, 50 for Wednesday)
Prayer/Closing



5 minutes
Memory Verse:
“For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Luke 1:37 NASB
Supplies:
Name tags
Bibles

Blindfolds

Chairs arranged to be an “obstacle course” (see game description)

X’s and O’s for Tic-Tac-Toe board

Jeopardy Game

Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome each child as they enter the room and introduce yourself (if needed).  Be sure they have their name tags.  Also, be sure to introduce any visitors to everyone in the classroom.  Encourage the children to bring their Bible to class each week.  If they do not have one, provide them with one from the classroom supply.

Open with a prayer:  Then tell them that today’s lesson is about John the Baptist.  Explain to them that “the Baptist” is not part of his name, but it used to help describe which John the scripture references apply to (as opposed to the apostle John).   Help them find Luke 1 in their Bibles before you begin the lesson.

Bible Story:  Tell the Bible story using the main lesson document as your guide.  Before class, review the questions that will be used in the game to make sure you have covered the information they will need to give a correct answer.   Also, please be sure to define the following:
· prophet - one who is given a message from God 

· witness - to see/hear something with your own eyes and ears

· sin - disobedience to God.


· repent - a change of heart and action, turning away from sin and acting differently

· baptism - to immerse or completely submerge in water for the forgiveness of sins
When the story is completed, do the obstacle course activity.  Then use the remainder of class time to review the lesson facts with either the Tic-Tac-Toe game or the Jeopardy game.

Obstacle Course Instructions:

Explain that you will blindfold one of the class members and they will walk a simple obstacle course around three chairs while blindfolded.  Ask for a volunteer to go first and blindfold the child.  After the blindfold is in place, make a random arrangement of 3 chairs.  Then place the blindfolded child close to the beginning of the course and ask him/her to find their way through the course.  Instruct the remaining class members to call out “Repent” every time the blindfolded child is about to run into something or is going the wrong direction.  This is their clue to turn around.  You may repeat this activity until each class member has had a chance to be blindfolded, if desired. 

After everyone has had a turn, you take a turn to be blindfolded.  When the children call out “Repent”, tell them “I don’t need to repent!”  Continue on your way, banging into walls and chairs.  Be sure to be easy on yourself, but the kids will get a kick out of your hamming it up with your injuries.
Use this opportunity to explain to the children that this illustration is similar to how repentance works.  They had to stop going “the wrong way” (sin) and make a change in their course to go “the right way” (God’s way).

“Jeopardy!” Instructions:
Refer to the laminated card on top of the storage cabinet for instructions on operating the Jeopardy game.

TIC-TAC-TOE Instructions:

Divide the children into two teams.  One team will be designated as “X’s”, the other team will be “O’s”.  For each question answered correctly, the team member will place their marker in a square of their choosing, with the objective being to have 3 in a row either across, down, or diagonally to win.  Use your discretion to decide if each child must answer a question in turn, or if the team may discuss the question among themselves before answering.  If time allows, the game may be repeated keeping tally of how many times each team wins.

Questions:  (True or False)

Note:  If the answer to the question is false, be sure the information needed to make the statement true is given.  This will help them retain the facts.  For example, the “true” answer to the second question below would be Zacharias.  
1. Old Testament prophets said there would be a messenger to prepare the way for Jesus.  (T)

2. God wanted John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus.  (T)

3. We read about the birth of John the Baptist in the gospel of Matthew.  (F - Luke)

4. The name of the man chosen to be John’s father was Joseph.  (F – Zacharias)

5. The name of Zacharias’ wife was Elizabeth.  (T)

6. Zacharias was a priest.  (T)

7. Zacharias and Elizabeth had 3 sons.  (F)

8. When the angel appeared to Zacharias, he and Elizabeth were too old to have children.  (T)

9. Zacharias was serving God in the market place when an angel appeared to him.  (F -  Temple)

10. The angel who appeared to Zacharias was named Michael.  (F-Gabriel)

11. Zacharias believed the angel immediately.  (F)

12. Gabriel told Zacharias he would be unable to see because he did not believe his message.  (F – unable to hear)

13. Gabriel told Zacharias to name the baby John.  (T)

14. The Bible said it would be o.k. for John the Baptist to drink wine.  (F)

15. The people outside the temple thought Zacharias had been inside too long.  (T)
16. Zacharias told the people what the angel said when he came out of the temple.  (F – he could not speak)

17. When Zacharias left the temple, he went home to Elizabeth.  (T)

18. The angel Gabriel also appeared to a young woman named Mary to tell her she would have a special baby.  (T)

19. Gabriel told Mary that Elizabeth was going to have a baby too.  (T)

20. After the angel appeared to Mary, Elizabeth went to visit Mary.  (F – Mary went to visit Elizabeth)

21. Elizabeth’s baby jumped in her womb when Mary greeted to Elizabeth.  (T)
22. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for a year.  (F – 3 months)

23. When Elizabeth’s baby was born, their relatives wanted her to name him John.  (F – they wanted him to be named Zacharias, after his father)
24. Zacharias said it would be o.k. to name the baby Zacharias.  (F – his name is John)

25. After Zacharias wrote on the tablet “His name is John”, he was able to speak again.  (T)

26. The Bible tells us about John’s childhood.  (F – birth, ministry, and death)

27. When John grew up, he lived in Nazareth.  (F – the deserts)

28. John ate locusts and wild honey while he lived in the desert.  (T)

29. John’s clothes were made from goat hair.  (F – camel’s hair)
30. John told people that he was the Messiah.  (F – Jesus is the Messiah)

31. John told people that they needed to repent of their sins and be baptized.  (T)

32. Repent means to stop doing wrong things and start doing right things.  (T)

33. John baptized people by pouring water on their head.  (F – he lowered them completely under the water.)

34. John told people to share.  (T)

35. John told people it was o.k. to steal.  (F)

36. Jesus came to John to be baptized.  (T)

37. John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.  (T)

38. John baptized Jesus so Jesus’ sins would be forgiven.  (F – Jesus had no sin – He was baptized to “fulfill all righteousness”, leading us by His example)

39. The Spirit of God came from heaven after Jesus was baptized in the form of a dove.  (T)

40. After Jesus was baptized, a voice came from heaven saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”  (T)

41. John told King Herod he was doing wrong by taking his brother’s wife Herodias.  (T)

42. When King Herod heard John’s message, he repented.  (F – he had John put in prison)

43. King Herod told Herodias’ daughter she could have whatever she wanted if she danced for his birthday party guests.  (T)

44. Herodias’ daughter asked King Herod to let John the Baptist out of prison.  (F – she asked him to cut off John’s head and bring take it to her on a platter)

45. King Herod was glad that Herodias’ daughter asked him to cut off John’s head.  (F – he was sorry, but did not want to break his promise)
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